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 Y  ears ago, then WPMA North Sound Chapter 

chairperson Greg Christensen, brainstormed 

an idea of having a Christmas gathering as 

the December meeting.  This has become a tradition in 

which less time is given to all the issues that affect the 

chapter, but more on each other, allowing for casual talk, 

stories from the summer and giving back to those that 

have supported the chapter.  

This yearõs event was held at the chapterõs new meeting 

location, the Mount Vernon Elks Lodge.  For a modest fee, the lodge prepared a meal of turkey, ham, 

all the trimmings, plus some and finished off with pumpkin pie for desert.   Everything was deli-

cious with plenty to go around.  The leftover food was donated back to the lodge for a wake the next 

day for one of their recently departed members.  

This annual event provides a means for the chapter to 

return the support that they provide though the year in 

the monthly door prize drawings.  Gifts of all types, for 

all folks are purchased based upon the number who 

RSVP plus a few to cover those who had not.    

The gifts are then distributed through some wacky ran-

dom means which means nobody knows what they may 

get.  This year, a number of people had reserved but for 

whatever necessity were not able to attend.   

The remaining packages were raffled off, with the high-

est bidder unaware of what they were bidding on.  This unique auction brought in $300, which had 

been decided to be donated to the Resources Coalition legal fund instead of being put back into the 

chapterõs coffers.   

It was an enjoyable and festive night, good food and 

good friends who told their stories and showed off their 

treasures from the past mining season.   Just as memo-

rable as seeing big vials of gold, was the excitement 

displayed by Eric and Maryõs grandson Gabriel.   He 

brought out the kid in all in everybody.   

Canõt wait to see what next year brings!!! 

Christmas Gathering Raises $300 for Resources Coalition 
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