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WPMA
MEMBERS’
MONTHLY
MEETINGS

Meetings held on a monthly basis as
listed below, note special excep-
tions

Board of directors meeting , First
Tuesday, at 6:30 p.m. at the Grand
China restaurant, 14338 124th Ave NE,
Kirkland, Washington.

General _members _meeting , Third
Thursday, at 7:00 p.m. at the Redmond
Eagles Hall, 11440 Avondale Rd NE,
Redmond, Washington. (No meeting in
December)

North Puget Sound Chapter mem-
bers meeting , Second Thursday, at
7:00 p.m. at the Cranberry Tree Res-
taurant, 2030 Freeway Dr, Mount
Vernon, Washington. (No meetings in
July, August)

South Puget Sound Chapter mem-
bers meeting: Second Tuesday, at
7:00 p.m. at the Round Table Pizza
restaurant, 2601 N Pearl St, Tacoma,
Washington.

Olympic Peninsula Chapter . Olympic
Peninsula Chapter meetings will be
held on selected dates. Contact Dan
Yesberger at (360) 385-3724 for more
information.

North Cascades Chapter _members
meeting . Third Saturday, at 10:00 a.m.
at Lindsey’s Drive Inn, Brewster, Wash-
ington.

ON THE COVER...

Photos from two works par-
ties that worked the Sultan
River and the S.F. of the
Nooksack River. Map insert
of the Sultan River claims on
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WASHINGTON PROSPECTORS
MINING ASSOCIATION
NEWSLETTER

MANAGING EDITOR TBD
Producing a quality newsletter since 1991

The Washington Prospectors Mining
Association Newsletter is published bi-monthly be|t
Washington Prospectors Mining Association.

Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those| of
the authors and do not necessarily reflect thosthef
Association, its board of directors, or its membgers
Publication of information in this newsletter cahges
no guarantee of accuracy. Use of any information
found in this newsletter is at the sole risk of tiser,
Neither the Washington Prospectors Mining Associa-
tion, its board of directors, nor the editor ofstimews-
letter assume any liability for damages resultirgrf
the use of information in this publication.

The contents of this publication may not be reprp-
duced either in part or in whole without consenthaf|
Washington Prospectors Mining Association unless
full and complete accreditation is given.

Please address all correspondence to: Editor, Wgsh
ington Prospectors Mining Association Newslettér, a
the address below.

The Washington Prospectors Mining Associatign
Newsletter encourages submission of original week-
end/part-time prospecting and small-scale mining
articles, opinion pieces, and cartoons. Pleasedfah
submissions to the address below.

All unsolicited submissions become the property pf
the Washington Prospectors Mining Association dnd i
accompanied by return postage will be treated with
reasonable care and eventually returned.

The cost to join the Washington Prospectors Mining
Assaociation is $65, with renewals $50 per yeareht!
ter. The membership year runs from May 1st to April
30th of the following year. Anyone joining the Was
ington Prospectors Mining Association during
period July through December of any year will bén
from a reduced, pro-rated membership renewal
during their second year of membership.

To reach the Washington Prospectors Mining Asso-
ciation by telephone, call:

Voice: (360) 421-5243
To write to the W.P.M.A.:

WPMA
4927 135th Place NE
Marysville, WA 98271-8655

To e-mail the W.P.M.A.:
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newsletter_editor@washingtonprospectors.org

MOVING? Please let us know your new address wh
you move. Otherwise, your newsletter will go flyin
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around looking for its home, and if the forward
order has expired it ends up in limbo or purgat
whichever is closer.
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Washington Prospectors Mining Association
“Prospector” logo © W.P.M.A. 1994 2006, and
2007.
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Getting Gold

A miner’s
perspective
from 1896 that still
has value

The following is stated to be: “A
practical treatise for prospectors,
miners and students” and was written
in 1897 by J.C.F. Johnson, Federation
of Geological Societies, a member of
the Australian Institute of Mining

Engineers, and the author of

“Practical Mining” and “The

Genealogy of Gold.”

This is Chapter 11 of 12 chapters.
CHAPTER 11

RULES OF THUMB

This chapter has been headed as
above because a number of the rules
and recipes given are simply practical
expedients, not too closely scientific. My
endeavor has been to supply practical
and useful information in language as
free from technicalities as possible, so as
to adapt it to the ordinary miner, mill
operator and prospector, many of whom
have had no scientific training. Some of
the expedients are original devices
educed by what we are told is the mother
of inventions; others are hints given by
practical old prospectors who had met
with difficulties which would be the
despair of a man brought up within reach
of forge, foundry, machine shop, or
tradesmen generally. There are many
highly ingenious and useful contrivances
besides these | have given.

LIVING PLACES

The health of the prospector,
especially in a new country, depends
largely on his housing — in which
particular many men are foolishly
careless, for although they are aware
that they will be camped out for long
periods, yet all the shelter they rely on is
a miserable calico tent, often without a
"fly," while in some cases they
sometimes even sleep on the wet, or
dusty, ground. Such persons fully
deserve the ill health which sooner or
later overtakes them. A little forethought
and very moderate ingenuity would
render their camp comparatively healthy
and comfortable.

In summer the tent is the hottest, and
in winter the coldest of domiciles. The
"pizie" or "adobe" hut, or, where
practicable, the "dugout," are much to be

preferred, especially the latter. "Pizie" or
"adobe" is simply surface soil kneaded with
water and either molded between boards like
concrete, to construct the walls, or made into
large sun-dried bricks. Salt water should not
be used, as it causes the wall to be affected
by every change of weather. A properly
constructed house of this material, where the
walls are protected by overhanging eaves,
are practically everlasting, and the former
have been standing for centuries. There are
buildings of pizie or adobe in Mexico,
California and Australia which are as good as
new, although the latter were built nearly a
century ago.

Adobe dwellings are warm in winter and
cool in summer, and can be kept clean and
healthy by occasional coatings of lime
whitewash.

The dugout is even more simple in
construction. A cutting, say ten feet wide, is
put into the base of a hill for say twelve feet
until the back wall is, say, ten feet high, the
sides starting from nothing to that height. The
front and such portion as is required of the
side walls are next constructed of pizie or
rough stone, with mud mortar, and the roof
gabled with bough, grass, or reed thatch, and
covered with pizie, over which is sometimes
put another thin layer of thatch to prevent the
pizie being washed away by heavy rain.
Nothing can be more snug and comfortable
than such a house, unless the cows, as Mark
Twain narrates, make things "monotonous" by
persistently tumbling down the chimney.

When the Burra copper mines were in full
work in Australia, the banks of the Burra
Creek were honeycombed like a rabbit warren
with the "dugout homes" of the Cornish
miners. The ruins of these old dugouts now
extend for miles, and look something like an
uncovered Pompeii.

When water is scarce and the tent has to
be retained, much can be done to make the
camp snug. | occupied a very comfortable
camp once, of which my then partner, a
Dane, was the architect. We called it "The
Bungalow," and it was constructed as follows:
First we set up our tent, 10 ft. by 8 ft., formed
of calico, but lined with green baize, and
covered with a well set fly.

Next we put in four substantial forked
posts about 10 ft. high and 15 ft. apart, with
securely fixed cross pieces, and on the top
was laid a rough flat roof of brush thatch; the
sides were then treated in the same way, but
not so thickly, being merely intended as a
wind break.

The tent with its two comfortable bunks
was placed a little to one side, the remaining
space being used as a dining and sitting room
all through the summer. Except in occasional
seasons of heavy rain, when we were saved
the trouble of washing our dishes, the tent
was only used for sleeping purposes, and as
a storehouse for clothes and perishable
provisions. | have "dwelt in marble halls"
since then, but never was food sweeter or

sleep sounder than in the old bush
bungalow.

A BUSH BED

To make a comfortable bush bed,
take four forked posts about 3 ft. 6 in.
long and 2 to 3 in. in diameter at the top;
mark out your bed accurately and put a
post at each corner, about 1 ft. in the
ground. Take two poles about 7 ft. long,
and having procured two strong five-
bushel corn sacks, cut holes in the
bottom corners, put the poles through,
bringing the mouths of the sacks
together, and secure them there with a
strong stitch or two. Put your poles on the
upright forked sticks, and you have a
couch that even Sancho Panza would
have envied. It is as well to fix stretchers
or cross stays between the posts at head
and foot.

In malarial countries, sleeping on the
ground is distinctly dangerous, and as
such districts are usually thickly timbered,
the Northern Territory hammock is an

admirable device, more particularly
where mosquitoes abound.

NORTHERN TERRITORY
HAMMOCK

This hammock, which is almost a
standing bed when rigged, is constructed
as follows:--To a piece of strong canvas
7 feet long and 2 1/2 feet wide, put a
broad hem, say 3 1/2 inches wide at
each end. Into this hem run a rough stick,
about 2 feet 8 inches by 2 inches
diameter. Round the centre of the stick
pass a piece of strong three-quarter inch
rope, 8 to 10 feet long and knot it, so as
to leave a short end in which a metal eye
is inserted. To each end of the two sticks
a piece of quarter-inch lashing, about 6
feet long, is securely attached.

To make the mosquito covering take
18 feet of ordinary strong cheese cloth,
and two pieces of strong calico of the
same size as the canvas bed; put hems
in the ends of the upper one large
enough to take half- inch sticks, to all four
extremities of which 8 feet of whipcord is
to be attached. The calico forms the top
and bottom of what we used to call the
"meat safe," the sides being of cheese
cloth. A small, flapped opening is left on
the lower side. When once inside you are
quite safe from mosquito bites.

To rig the above, two trees are
chosen 7 to 8 feet apart, or two stayed
poles can be erected if no trees are
available. The bed is rigged about 3 feet
from the ground by taking the rope round
the trees or poles, and pulling the canvas
taut by means of the metal eyelet. Then
the lashings at the extremities of the
sticks are fixed about 3 feet further up the
trees and you have a bed something
between a hammock and a standing bed.
The mosquito net is fixed above the
hammock in a similar manner, except
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that it does not require the centre stay.

An old friend of mine once had a
rather startling experience which caused
him to swear by the Northern Territory
hammock. He was camped near the
banks of a muddy creek on the Daly
River, and had fortunately hung his
"meat safe" about four feet high. The
night was very dark, and some hours
after retiring he heard a crash among his
tin camp utensils, and the noise of some
animal moving below him. Thinking his
visitor was a stray "dingo," or wild dog,
he gave a yell to frighten the brute away,
and hearing it go, he calmly went to
sleep again. Had he known who his
caller really was, he would not have felt
so comfortable. In the morning on the
damp ground below, he found the tracks
of a fourteen foot alligator, which was
also out prospecting, but which,
fortunately, had not thought of
investigating the "meat safe."

PURIFYING WATER

There is not a more fertile disease
distributor, particularly in a new country,
than water. The uninitiated generally
take it for granted that so long as water
looks clear it is necessarily pure and
wholesome; as a matter of fact the
contrary is more usually the case, except
in very well watered countries, and such,
as a rule, are not those in which gold is
most plentifully got by the average
prospector. | have seen foolish fellows,
who were parched with a long tramp,
drink water in quantity in which living
organisms could be seen with the naked
eye, without taking even the ordinary
precaution of straining it through a piece
of linen. If they contracted hydatids,
typhoid fever, or other ailments, which
thin our mining camps of the strong,
lusty, careless youths, who could
wonder?

The best of all means of purifying
water from organic substances is to boil
it. If it be very bad, add carbon in the
form of the charcoal from your camp fire.
If it be thick, you may, with advantage,
add a little of the ash also.

I once rode forty-five miles with
nearly beaten horses to a native well, or
rock hole, to find water, the next stage
being over fifty miles further. The well
was found, but the water in it was very
bad; for in it was the body of a dead
kangaroo which had apparently been
there for weeks. The wretched horses,
half frantic with thirst, did manage to
drink a few mouthfuls, but we could not. |
filled our largest billycan, holding about a
gallon, slung it over the fire and added,
as the wood burnt down, charcoal, till the
top was covered to a depth of two
inches. With the charcoal there was, of
course, a little ash containing bi-

carbonate of potassium. The effect was
marvelous. So soon as the horrible soup came
to the boil, the impurities coagulated, and after
keeping it at boiling temperature for about half
an hour, it was removed from the fire, the
cinders skimmed out, and the water allowed to
settle, which it did very quickly. It was then
decanted off into an ordinary prospector's pan,
and some used to make tea (the flavor of
which can be better imagined than described);
the remainder was allowed to stand all night, a
few pieces of charcoal being added. In the
morning it was bright, clear, and absolutely
sweet. This experience is worth knowing as
many a bad attack of typhoid and other fevers
would be averted if practical precautions of
this kind were only used.

TO OBTAIN WATER FROM ROOTS

The greatest necessity of animal life is
water. There are, however, vast areas of the
earth's surface where this most precious
element is lamentably lacking, and such,
unfortunately, is the case in many rich
auriferous districts.

To the practical man there are many
indications of water. These, of course, vary in
different countries. Sometimes it is the
herbage, but probably, the best of all is the
presence of carnivorous animals and birds.
These are never found far from water. In
Australia the not over-loved wily old crow is a
pretty sure indicator of water within
reasonable distance--water may be extracted
from the roots of the Mallee (Eucalyptus
dumosa and gracili)--the Box (Eucalyptus
hemiphloia) and the Water Bush (Hakea
leucoptera). To extract it the roots are dug up,
cut into lengths of about a foot, and placed
upright in a can; the lower ends being a few
inches above the bottom. It is simply
astonishing how much wholesome, if at times
somewhat astringent, water may thus be
obtained in a few hours, particularly at night.

Hakea leucoptera. "Pins and needles." —
Maiden, in his work "Useful Native Plants of
Australia," says: "In an experiment on a water-
yielding Hakea, the first root, about half an
inch in diameter and six or eight feet long,
yielded quickly, and in large drops about a
wine-glass full of really excellent water."

This valuable, though not particularly
ornamental shrub (for it never attains to the
dimensions of a tree), is found, to the best of
my belief, in all parts of Australia, although it is
said to be absent from West Australia. As to
this | don't feel quite sure. | have seen it "from
the centre of the sea" as far west as Streaky
Bay, and believe | have seen it further West
still. Considering the great similarity of much
of the flora of South Africa to that of Australia,
it is probable that some species of the water-
bearing Hakea might be found there. It can
readily be recognized by its acicular, needle-
like leaves, and more particularly by its
peculiarly shaped seed vessel, which
resembles the pattern on an old-fashioned
Indian shawl.

SMALL-SCALE MINERS’
CODE OF ETHICS

| WILL respect other prospectors’
claims and will not work those claims
without the owner’s permission.

| WILL have on-site all necessary
permits and licenses.

| WILL build fires in designated or
safe places only, and in accordance
with current State and Federal guide
lines.

| WILL be careful with fuels and
motor oils and be cognizant of their
potential destructive effect on the
environment.

| WILL remove and properly dispose
of all trash and debris that | find; | will
not litter.

| WILL be thoughtful, considerate,
and courteous to those around me at
all times.

| WILL appreciate and protect our
heritage of natural resources, wildlife,
fisheries, and private property, and
respect all laws and ordinances
governing prospecting and mining.

I WILL NOT remove stream bank
material, destroy natural vegetation or
woody debris dams, nor discharge
excess silt into the waterway.

| WILL NOT prospect in areas

closed to prospecting and mining.

If the water found is too impure for
drinking purposes and the trouble
arises from visible animalculae only,
straining through a pocket-
handkerchief is better than nothing; the
carbon filter is better still; but nothing is
so effective as boiling. A carbon filter is
a tube with a wad of compressed
carbon inserted, through which the
water is sucked, but as a rule clay-
colored water is comparatively
innocuous, but beware of the bright,
limpid water of long stagnant rock
water-holes.

TO MAKE AN EFFECTIVE FILTER

Take a nail-can, keg, cask, or any
other vessel, or even an ordinary
wooden case (well tarred inside, if
possible, to make it water-tight). Make
a hole or several holes in the bottom,
and set it over a tank or bucket. Into
the bottom of the filter put (1) a few
inches of washed broken stone; (2)
about four inches of charcoal; (3) say
three inches of clean coarse sand (if
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not to hand you can manufacture it by
crushing quartz with your pestle and
mortar), and (4) alternate layers of
charcoal and sand until the vessel is half
filled. Fill the top half with water, and
renew from time to time, and you have a
filter which is as effective as the best
London made article. But it is better to
boil your water whether you filter
afterwards or not.

Clear the inside of the water-cask
frequently, and occasionally add to the
water a little Condy's fluid, as it destroys
organic matter. A useful cement for
stopping leaky places in casks is made
as follows: Tallow 25 parts, lard 40 parts,
sifted wood ash 25 parts. Mix together by
heating, and apply with a knife blade
which has just been heated.

CANVAS WATER BAGS

Are easily made, and are very handy
for carrying small supplies of drinking-
water when prospecting in a dry country;
they have the advantage of keeping the
water cool in the hottest weather, by
reason on the evaporation. The
mouthpiece is made of the neck of a
bottle securely sewn in.

MEDICINE CASE

Medicine is also a matter well worthy
of thought. The author's worst enemy
would not call him a mollycoddle, yet he
has never traveled in far wilds without
carrying something in the way of
medicine. First, then, on this subject, it
cannot be too often reiterated that if
common Epsom salts were a guinea an
ounce instead of a penny the medicine
would be valued accordingly, but it is
somewhat bulky. What | especially
recommend, however, is a small pocket-
case of the more commonly known
homeopathic remedies, "Mother
tinctures," which are small, light, and
portable, with a small simple book of
instructions.  Though generally an
allopath in practice, | once saved my own
life, and have certainly helped others by
a little knowledge in diagnosing
complaints and having simple
homeopathic remedies at hand to be
used in the first stages of what might
otherwise have been serious illnesses.

PRODUCING FIRE

Every one has heard, and most
believe, that fire may be easily produced
by rubbing together two pieces of wood. |
have seen it done by natives, but they
seldom make use of the operation, which
is generally laborious, preferring to carry
lighted fire sticks for miles. | have never
succeeded in the experiment.

Sometimes, however, it is almost a
matter of life or death to be able to
produce fire. The back of a pocket knife,
or an old file with a fragment of flint,
quartz, or pyrites struck smartly together

over the remains of a burnt piece of calico,
will in deft hands produce a spark which can
be fanned to a glow, and so ignite other
material, till a fire is produced.

Also it may not be generally known that
he who carries a watch carries a "burning
glass" with which he can, in clear weather,
produce fire at will. All that is required is to
remove the glass of your watch and carefully
three parts fill it with water (salt or fresh).
This forms a lens which, held steadily, will

easily ignite any light, dry, inflammable
substance.
When firearms are carried, cut a

cartridge so that only about a quarter of the
charge of powder remains. Damp some
powder and rub it on a small piece of dry
cotton cloth or well-rubbed brown paper.
Push a loose pellet of this into the barrel,
insert your half cartridge, fire at the ground,
when the wad will readily ignite, and can be
blown into flame.

TO COPY CORRESPONDENCE

The prospector is not usually a business
man; hence in dealing with business men
who, like Hamlet, are "indifferent honest," he
frequently comes to grief through not having
a copy of his correspondence. It is most
desirable, therefore, either to carry a carbon
paper duplicating book and a stylus, or by
adding a little sugar to good ordinary black
ink you may make a copying ink; then with
the aid of a "yellow back" octavo novel, two
pieces of board, and some ordinary tissue
paper, you may take a copy of any letter you
send.

TO PROVIDE A
TELEGRAPHIC CODE

Buy a couple of cheap small dictionaries
of the same edition, send one to your
correspondent with an intimation that he is to
read up or down so many words from the
one indicated when receiving a message.
Thus, if | want to say "Claim is looking well,"
| take a shilling dictionary, send a copy to my
correspondent with the intimation that the
real word is seven down, and telegraph
"Civilian looking weird;" this, if looked up in
Worcester's little pocket dictionary, for
instance, will read "Claim looking well." Any
dictionary will do, so long as both parties
have a copy and understand which is the
right word. By arrangement this plan can be
varied from time to time if you have any idea
that your code can be read by others.

A SERVICEABLE SOAP

Wood ashes from the camp fire are
boiled from day to day in a small quantity of
water, and allowed to settle, the clear liquid
being decanted off. When the required
guantity of weak lye has been accumulated,
evaporate by boiling, till a sufficient degree
of strength has been obtained. Now melt
down some mutton fat, and, while hot, add to
the boiling lye. Continue boiling and stirring
till the mixture is about the consistency of
thick porridge, pour into any convenient flat

SIMPLE

vessel, and let it stand till cool. If you have
any resin in store, a little powdered and
added gradually to the melting tallow,
before mixing with the lye, will stiffen your
soap.

TO CROSS A FLOODED STREAM

Take a half-gallon, or larger, tin "billy
can," enclose it in a strong cotton
handkerchief or cotton cloth, knotting
same over the lid, invert, and, taking the
knot in the hand, you have a floating
appliance which will sustain you in any
water, whether you are a swimmer or not.
The high silk hat of civilization would act
as well as the can, but these are not
usually found far a field.

TO MAKE A HIDE BUCKET

At times when prospecting in an
“incline” or "underlay" shaft, particularly
where the walls of the lode are irregular, a
hide bucket will be found preferable to an
iron one. The mode of manufacture is as
follows: Procure an ox hide, "green," if
possible; if dry, it should be soaked until
quite soft. Cut some thin strips of hide for
sewing or lacing. Now shape a bag or
pocket of size sufficient to hold about a
hundredweight of stone, and by puncturing
the edges with a knife, marline-spike, or
other pointed tool, sew together; make a
handle of twisted or pleated hide, and
having filled your bucket with dry sand or
earth let it stand till the whole is quite dry,
when it will be properly distended and will
maintain its shape until worn out.

TO MAKE A "SLUSH LAMP"

Where candles are scarce and
kerosene is not, a "slush lamp" is a useful
substitute. Take an old but sound quart tin
pannikin, half fill it with sand or earth, and
prepare a thin stick of pine, round which
wrap a strip of soft cotton cloth. The stick
should be about half an inch longer than
the depth of the pannikin. Melt some waste
fat, fill the pannikin therewith, push the
stick down into the earth at the bottom,
and you have a light, which, if not equal to
the electric or incandescent gas burner, is
quite serviceable. In Australia the soft
velvety core of the "bottle brush," Banksia
marginata, is often used instead of the
cotton wick.

Next installment: Rules of thumb,
mining appliances and methods and a
temporary forge
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New Washington State mininP and
prospecting rules available

New rules are available in pamphlet form on WDFW's website
http://wdfw.wa.gov/habitat/goldfish/

Those who want a printed copy can call (360) 902-2534. One cop
individual request will be provided.

You are invited to attend a meeting of Resources
Coalition June 27, 2009, in Liberty, WA.

Resources Coalition is an organization that is working to protect your Rights
and Privileges as Landowners and outdoor enthusiasts.

Currently our emphasis is on Small Scale Mineral Prospecting and Mining
regulations. One of the major discussions during this meeting will be
Washington States Hydraulic Project Authorization (HPA) process. The HPA
is the permit used to conduct mineral prospecting and mining. To deviate
from the requirements set in the Gold and Fish Pamphlet a person must have
an Individual HPA.

As an example, you wish to operate a suction dredge in June instead of
August. We will discuss how to file for an Individual HPA and what
information needs to go onto the permit application.

We will discuss the process to resolve unreasonable conditions placed into
Individual HPA's. We will discuss who to contact if you have questions
regarding your Individual HPA.

This meeting is especially important if you have an active Formal (or
Informal) Appeal in the process. Or, are considering filing in the future.
(Remember, you only have 30 days to do so) As we desire this meeting to be
fun as well as informative, it is planned to be held as a Potluck luncheon.
Bring your favorite lunch article to share with all, well not that much.

There will be burners available to heat food as well as a BBQ for those that
desire to cook.

| would recommend that you bring your own chair. And don't forget your
panning stuff.

When: June 27, 2009

Where: the "Tool Shed" before the town of Liberty.

Time:12:00 Noon Lunch begins. Meeting will begin after everybody gets their
food.

If you have questions regarding camping or accommodation's in the area,
please contact Sherred Anderson, sherred@sherredremodel.com

This is an important meeting that all people who do or might conduct Small
Scale Mineral Prospecting Mining in Washington State should attend.

Sultan River Work
Party Held

As part of the annual maintenance
requirements to be performed on all
mining claims. The WPMA holds
several work “parties” each year at
some of our claims. Each year mother
nature drops a few trees across the
trails used to access the rivers and
streams. So each year we need to
clear the trails just enough to maintain
open access. Signage is damaged,
usually by other people or the sun
weathers it over time. It needs to be
replaced as well. These are just a
couple of the tasks that our (your)
claims need done each year to
sustain them. Imagine planning a trip
to a claim and when you get there you
spend most of the day trying to get
into that favorite spot of yours instead
of actually getting to mine. Lend a
hand whenever you can and let Dave
Eason know if you've done some
maintenance work on a claim so he
can log your hours as well. Every little
bit helps.

It was a great day for the work party.
We meet at the Sultan park and ride
at 8:00 AM. Signed in on the roster,
made trail assignment for each
member, got in our cars and trucks
went to the gate, and up to our trail
assignments.

We had 12 members show up:

Ed Loder

Bob Olson

Dale Porter
Norm Bauer
Tammy Brendicke
Rob McCracken
Jim Miller

Kelly Reid

Terry Harris
Brian Monson
Mike Hancock
Dave Eason

A Big Thanks to everyone

June 26 — Resources Coalition, Liberty WA
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The New Rules

Lately, | have been fielding man
questions and comments (some
so flattering) about the new Gold
Fish pamphlet rules. So, so
explanation is in order.

Most of 2007 was devoted ¢
negotiating with state, federal, tribg
and environmental groups to get th
best possible advantage for findin
gold. | can't tell you how many trips
we made to Olympia and othe
places in the state. Truly
exhausting.

S5 =

=

It is my firm belief we came away
with good rule. Of course it was
compromise. It was a learnin
experience for us. How to work
with agency personnel is anothe
world in itself. | also believe it we
were not there; we would not b
prospecting today.

Word for word, the rules were
hammered out. They finally went |t¢
the Attorney General (AG), then |tg
the Governor's office for approval
Both made changes, of which we di
get to approve or deny (kinda).

We were not allowed to negotiat
the ‘Authorized Work Times'.
Period.

During these negotiations we foun

after a request to the AG, the 19
G&F rules were partially illegal
owing to RCW 77.55.091 Small
scale prospecting and mining sh
not require a permit and the
definition of ‘'small-scal
prospecting': Pans, nonmotorize
sluice boxes, concentrators, a
minirocker boxes. This mean;s
having to carry the G&F pamphl
while panning contradicted law.

0 A

[

®© Y S o tb

So, where are we today? The n
rules took effect April 3, 2009. Tw
types of prospecting are ng
allowed. Note: no longer do w
have 'classes' of equipment. N
we have work ‘without timing
restrictions' and that ‘with timing
Basically, non-motorized anq
motorized.

O X =00

This article will cover the rules
‘without' timing restrictions.

In Washington State you, as a sm

scale miner, may use gold pans,

spiral wheels, sluices, concentratc
hig
bankers, all with a riffle area of le
than 3 sq. ft., year-round, in any wa

mini-rocker boxes, and mini

of the state. (Except lakes and

water) And, you do not need to ca
the Gold & Fish pamphlet! (Just kng

what the rules are)

Material may be dug anywhere frg
the water's edge landward. Note: th
is no longer a 200" exclusion zo
where digging is prohibited. Don't di

in the water.

But, you may pan into the water.

tub or backwater is no longer needed.

Sluices are a little different.

‘primarily' boulders and bedrock. A
active sluice sites need to be separ

by 50'.

A mini-highbanker is now allowe
year-round, with a battery-operat
Only conditions are that t

pump.
pump intake be properly screened,

muddy water does not get back into

waterway, and the riffle area does
exceed 3 sq. ft.

As prospectors, we should always

to protect fish. That is the reason
the rules, anyway.
May and part of June. That
spawning time for

shore.
etc., please be extra careful during

time. There may be a redd nest cl

by.

Of course | am only covering the hi
points in this article. Next time | wi
outline the rules for prospecting w
motorized equipment (dredges, poy

sluices, etc)

| would suggest you get a copy of {
It is easil

Gold & Fish online.
downloadable from
website.
access, they will send you a copy.

the WDF

Get out and enjoy.

Greg Christensen

Thos
need to be set up in areas that ha
n
)

It is unwritten, by
the most critical time would be Apr

many species

Spawning areas are normally n
So, when panning, sluici

If you don't have compu

Hike into Slate Cr.

Several of us hiked into Slate Cre

this May. The weather was
exceptional. Warm and sunny.
This is kind of an annual event,

preparing us for the mining season.

We hiked in on a Thursday. We

stopped about 12 miles from the

Canyon Creek Trailhead, upstrea
from Chancellor. Carrying a 50 Ib

pack, loaded with food and
supplies, it took most of the day.
On Friday, we took to the tralil

again, hiking upstream to Barron.

Another 8+ miles. Saturday was

rest day. Sunday, we hiked back
the trailhead and the trucks. | figure
we put around 40 miles on the old

dogs.

There was a surprising amount o
snow. Many snow slides, in places

we have never seen them. Bear

cougar tracks. Bobcat and small
animal (weasel?). Not one human

track.

Check out 'flickr' for photos. Not¢
the pictures run backward, from e
to start. Click on the 'slideshow' t

right.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/3876

0170@NO7/

Greg Christensen

ek

=

and

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL MINING
EQUIPMENT

SUPPLIERS.
THEY EXIST TO
SERVE YOUI!
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Important Newsletter Information

In a time when everyone is tightening their financ  ial belts or
asking for higher taxes to cover costs. The WPMA of ficers and board
members have been looking for ways to reduce costs and delay an increase to
dues. Our goal is to continue providing good claims , a high quality newsletter,
annual gold shows and many other amenities for a re asonable price.

At the April General members meeting a motion was m oved and passed to
provide two (2) options to receive the Association newsletter. First method,
download a PDF copy of the newsletter from the Asso ciation web site via
email notification. Second method, receive a hardco py via USPS. Association
dues would be the same for both options.

Some advantages to using the web site method: 1) Di rect reduction in
printing and mailing cost to the Association thus d  elaying a dues increase. 2)
PDF copies are in color so you can enjoy the pictur es included in the
newsletter to their fullest extent. 3) Receive your newsletter faster than

waiting for the hard copy version. 4) Store origina | copies on your computer
and print only the articles/pages you want. 5) The  “green” thing, help save a
tree, reduce your carbon footprint.

If you'd like to download your own newsletters from  the WPMA web site and
help reduce operating cost:

Send an email to: WPMAOptIn@washingtonprospectors.org
Subject Title: Newsletter Opt In

This way we’ll get your correct email address and a dd it to the newsletter
distribution list. We will NOT use this email addre  ss for anything other than
newsletter notifications.

WPMA, North Puget Sound Chapter Outing

We have been hearing about some prospecting &sivin the S. Fork Nooksack that give us causedacern. These reports have be
coming from local prospectors and (believe it of) MdiDFW Enforcement.

9

So, at the last chapter meeting, we had photoheoptoblem. Excavations in the gravel bar (frequssour zone) that had not been fill
Several, in fact.

@D

The chapter decided on an action plan: an outimgdtaim these nasty holes. Several miners arrateld:00am Sunday, June 14. And,
the holes were there.

Yikes.!! Many of us have been through a year @fatiations to get rules that compliment our adtgit My-o-my. This undermines all tha
we worked for. And, it is in my back yard. (Balijham)

So, we filled them in.

Just for the record, the rules state:
"You must fill all excavation sites and level allihg piles prior to moving to another excavatisite or abandoning an excavation site."

A citation could net someone a 'gross misdemeanbith is $5000.00 and 1 year in jail.

D

Don't abuse what we have. The new rules, minusviime windows, are good. And, filling in the hol&ssthe right thing to do. We haye
enough negative energy out there against usnlet'sncourage more.

To everyone who attended, thank you!
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Important Information about filling out
JARPAS!

Since it is June already, most of us have filled out our JARPAs, mailed
them and received out HPAs for working with motorized (and larger)
equipment outside the authorized times in the G&F pamphlet.

We have some advice. Maybe for next year. And, this is an ongoing
process: to find the best method and best wording to put in these
applications.

The 'sample’ JARPA the WDFW has put online for mineral prospecting
has suggested wording. A good place to start.
However, there are two items you should be careful with :

6f. Describe the purpose of the work and why you want or need to
perform it.

"l am requesting to prospect for minerals before and after the work time
in the Gold & Fish pamphlet." Should be the answer. The suggested
sentence: ‘'Outside of the pamphlet work time, | will work only on dry
gravel beds and in bedrock areas that have no spawning gravel." Should
not be included.

This sentence will come to bite you in the rear, should you desire to
appeal the conditions imposed in the HPA. This is true even if you are
requesting the use of a highbanker on the gravel bars.

Another very important qualifier is the 50 cubic yards or less of dredged
material. Looks innocent enough, but it could be devastating.

8c: 'Less than 50 cu yds'

8g: 'Less than 50 cu yards'

10a: This project is exempt, Cateqgorical Exemption: 197-11-834(3) (Up
to 50 cu yds per project is exempt)

Be sure you put these quantities, or less, into the answers. Over that
amount can (and will) trigger a SEPA for your request. You definitely do
not want that.

| would strongly suggest you apply for a 1-year per mit if you are
doing serious dredging. That way you can dredge up to 50 yards that
year. Then re-apply again the first of next year. Otherwise, should you
get a 5-year permit, you are limited to 10 yards per year .

This information is not meant to scare or intimidate you. | know it is
technical and hard to follow, if you have not done it before. Even if you
are familiar with the process, some of the changes are difficult. The
sample JARPA is a real help.

http://wdfw.wa.gov/habitat/goldfish/index.html
http://www.epermitting.org/
Click on JARPA 2009

Greg Christensen
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Name City Phone
Michael Bartkoski Oak Harbor 360 675-2028
Jason deCelle Bellevue 425 891-5049
Terrie Espinoza Snohomish 360 668-2053
Eric Geyer Coupeville 360 678-0877
Ken Hasbargen Lake Tapps 253 862-6042
Jerry Hemm Edmonds 206 778-0386
Blain Kauzlarich Aberdeen 360 580-5500
Ed Levesque Tacoma 253 582-6850
Gary Martin Seattle 206 284-7193
Randy Rowley Everett 425 299-8837
Randall Ruotsala Everett 206 793-1418
Scotty Sparks Oak Harbor 360 679-7920
Todd Strickler Monroe 360 805-9806
Bill Thomas Mt Vernon 360 424-2036
Add your name here !, Give us a call.

I NOTE !

Board, General and

Chapter Meeting Minutes

Meeting minutes for the May and June
meetings are not included in this
publication of the newsletter. Due to the
limited size of the newsletter and need to
convene new rules information, space
and time was limited.

Future newsletters will contain a more
condensed version of the meeting
minutes and include the meeting minutes
for May and June.
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July 2009 Activities

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 Board Meeting 8 9 North Chapter Meeting 10 11
12 13 14 South Chapter Meeting | 15 16 General Member 17 18 North Cascades
Meeting Chapter Meeting
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Gold Dust Days,
Gold Bar, WA
26 Gold Dust Days, 27 28 29 30 31
Gold Bar, WA
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 Board Member Meeting 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 South Chapter Meeting | 12 13 North Chapter Meeting | 14 15 North Cascades
Chapter Meeting
16 17 18 19 20 General Member 21 22
Meeting
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31
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— CLASSIFIED ADS —

The classified ads below are a free service provided to our readers by the Washington Prospectors Mining Association. The WPMA is not
responsible for advertising copy or products listed. Transactions between buyer and seller are the responsibility of the buyer and seller.

Dive Weights For Sale
5 pound diving weights, a must for dredging. Call Dave
Eason at 360 659-8420
03/09

BOOM TOWNS & RELIC HUNTERS DVD FOR SALE
Join famed ghost town explorer Jerry Smith as he hits the
dusty trail in search of long-lost, forgotten ghost towns and
mining camps to locate, photograph and solve mysteries of
yesteryear’s legendary million-dollar mines and vanished
boom towns. Narrated by Jerry Smith, this 36-minute DVD
video takes you back in time to the boom town days of old,
and includes over 211 rare and historic award-winning
photographs. This presentation is a “must” for ghost town
and gold prospecting history buffs. The DVD video presenta-
tion, including shipping, handling and sales tax, is only
$16.95. Mail your personal check or money order (with your
address enclosed) payable to: Boom Town & Relic Hunters,
PO Box 914, Black Diamond, WA 98010 or visit their website
at: www.ghosttownsusa.com

03/09

Ads will be removed after a 6 to 10
month period automatically unless
the seller contacts us and requests
an extension to their classified ad.
Thanks for your help.

CHINESE RIFFLES FOR SALE

Black thermal plastic, deep-ribbed riffle mats in 24"x24”
sheets. Trim to fit your sluice box and use as is, or cut out
every other rib; in either case, these mats truly catch and
keep flake and fine gold. Mats are available for $15.00 each
at the WPMA’'s Redmond monthly meeting or for $25.00
each via mail order. For more information please call the
WPMA at (360) 421-5243 and leave a message. We'll return
your call and answer your questions.

03/09

MINING BOOK FOR SALE

Gold Mining in Washington State - Yesterday and Today by
historian and author Ken Martin. Ken has an M.A. Degree,
has spent thirty years prospecting in Washington and Alaska
and is a longstanding member of the WPMA. The book
represents over 10 years of research and interviews. The
text is well documented with an Index and Bibliography. 123
pages total, it is broken down into three parts: The Lure of
Gold, Hardrock Mining, and Placer Mining. Over 100 photo-
graphs, maps, and illustrations are included. Follow the trails
of miners from early discoveries to present-day mining. The
book contains lots of hands-on information, important to
anyone wishing to find gold. For information, check out our
website at www.washingtongold.com or call (360) 652-7894.

01/09

ATTENTION: CALIFORNIA CLAIMS VISITORS
WPMA members visiting the WPMA claims on the Klamath
River should visit the Mid River RV park, located about 3
miles from the Yellow Rose claim in Seiad Valley, California.
All WPMA members receive a 10% discount on RV space
rental. Bruce Johnson, former WPMA member, runs the RV
park and has information on how to gain access to the three
claims on the Klamath. Please contact Bruce at
midriverrv@sisqtel.net or at (530) 496-3400 for more details.

01/09

DEDGE SUCTION HOSE FOR SALE
5" x 15 ft  older, but in good shape: $50.00. 5" x 20 ft
newer, in good shape: $175.00; 2%" x 12 ft  older, but in
good shape: $20.00. Please call Clark at (425) 876-8600 or
email at aucc@juno.com
01/09

FOR SALE

Place your ad here!

VISIT OUR HOME PAGE

tonprospectors.org

ing

Look for us on the Internet at

/[Iwww.wash

http

Chek it out!

- cut and submit form with order- - - -

IDENTIFY YOURSELF AS A WASHINGTON PROSPECTORS MINING ASSOCI ATION MEMBER

WP-1 Mug (11 oz., white only, indicate “right-handed” or “left-handed” emblem position) $10.00]
WP-2 T-Shirt (8" x 10" logo, front or back, centered; white or grey only; Hanes 50/50; short-sleeved; XXL, add $1.00) $12.00]
WP-3 T-Shirt (3" x 4” logo, front only, upper left; white or grey only; Hanes 50/50; short-sleeved; XXL, add #1.00) $ 8.50
WP-4 Sweatshirt (8" x 10” logo, front or back, centered; white or grey only; Hanes 50/50; long-sleeved; XXL, add $2.50) $18.00]
WP-5 Sweatshirt ((3" x 4” logo, front only, upper left; white or grey only; Hanes 50/50; long-sleeved; XXL, add $2.50) $14.00
WP-6 Polo Shirt (3" x 4” logo, front, upper left, white only; Hanes 50/50; short-sleeved; XXL, add $1.00) $15,75)
WP-7 Shoulder/Hat Patch (3" x 4”, full color embroidery) $ 5.00
WP-8 Baseball Hat with Patch (black corduroy; 3” x 4” full-color embroidery) $15.00
WP-9 2007 Washington Prospectors .999 Silver 1 oz. Coin $25.00]
WP-10 “Washington Prospector” license plate frame (plastic, medium green with gold lettering) $ 4.00
WP-11 “Prospectors Crossing” warning sign, black outline on highway yellow background (great gag gift for a prospector) $15.00
ITEM NO. HOW MANY ITEM DESCRIPTION SIZE COLOR EMBLEM MUG ONLY: PRINT NAME PRICE EACH | EXT. PRICE

SUB-TOTAL

SHIPPING

TOTAL

To cover mailing costs, please include: $3.85 per item for nughirts, sweatshirts, silver coins and prospector signs; $&i5@em for hats; $1.00 per item for license plate frames$8.50 per item for
patches. All shirts in sizes S/IM/L/XL/XXL. Mail completéarm with check or money order for total amount to: WPMA, 4927 135ticeMi&E, Marysville, WA 98271-8655. Please do not send cash

ORDERED BY

STREET ADDRESS

CITY, STATE & ZIP

IF DIFFERENT FROM “ORDERED BY" ADDRESS, PLEASE

SHIP TO

STREET ADDRESS

CITY, STATE & ZIP
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Are you planning to move? Don't forget to tell us!

TIME-SENSITIVE MAIL

600¢ LSN9ONV / ATNC Al 439NN — HIAX NNTOA d3L1TFISMIN SHO1LID3dSOdd NOLONIHSVM

Yup! This is what we're
looking for!
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